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Faithfulness and My 
Relationship With Christ

1 Corinthians 1:20-25

James A. Harnish asks the question, “Where do we find the power to be a disciple?”  The answer is Jesus.  It is Christ who supplies the recipe for the relationship.  Faithfully he has stood by, supplying us with the power to stand for him.  So once again, where do we find that living water, which refreshes us by his faithfulness?

Where do we find the power to hang in there in this world?

Where do we find the power to keep going when the going really gets tough?
Where do we find the power to continue to believe in love in a world that is filled with hate?

Where do we find the power to continue to work for peace in a world that is addicted to violence?

Where do we find the power to continue to believe in good in a world that is filled with so much evil?

Where do we find the power to continue to believe that ultimately God’s kingdom will come and God’s will as revealed in Jesus, will be done in all of the creation?

Where do you find the power to be a disciple of Jesus in this world?

This kind of power can be found in our faithfulness -- there or nowhere. 
~From the “Fruit of the 
Spirit” Study Bible.

A Living Hope


Greetings in His Precious Name!  I trust that your day has been a day of Living Hope!  We need to have Living Hope in our lives as we see an “increase of wickedness, [when] the love of most will grow cold” (Matt 24:12).  Earlier this week, I sat down and watched a small portion of the news.  In those few short moments, I saw, and heard things that I never 
expected to hear:

1. A mother allowing her nine year old daughter to be used and harmed in inappropriate ways for drug money while she was right there in the same room.

2. Shooting of young people in playgrounds… I remember the days when playgrounds were just as sacred as churches and schools.  No one was harmed in a playground! If you had a problem, it was not settled in the playground.

3. A father taking his nineteen day old son by force from his mother and threatening to harm both.

4. Marriages taking place between same sex couples and many folks in society thinking that this is appropriate behavior.

 I thank God for the Living Hope.  He says in His Word in I Peter 1:3: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a Living Hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  To God be the Glory!  Even when things don’t look so good, we have a Great Hope my brothers and sisters, because you know what??!!! We have a Living HOPE who is coming to claim HIS Church!  We must Stay ready!

Know that you have been prayed for today!

Blessings,

    Jossie Owens

Reminder

Leadership Meeting
 August 28, 2004

2:00- 4:00 p.m.

All local and district pastors and elders 

are invited to a Leadership Meeting at 

Lowell First Church of the Nazarene.

Spouses are also encouraged to attend. 
Notices
Pastors, if you have any Reynolds students that need to apply for a scholarship, the deadline is September 1st.  Please have any applicants send a letter explaining their circumstances to Melissa Andrew, 57 Maplewood Drive, Townsend, MA  01469.  (See the Reynolds website for details regarding scholarships:  www.reynoldsinstitute.org.)

The Family Retreat scheduled for September 3-6 has been canceled.

The Mission Area Directors Meeting previously scheduled for September 14th will be held on September 16th in Nashua, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Welcome Our New Pastors

We wish to extend a warm welcome to Jim and Becky Abrams at the Rumford First Church in Rumford, Rhode Island and to Victor Price at the Dorchester Second Church in Boston.

Nazarene Youth International (NYI)

Discipleship Made Easy?

Camps and Retreats are a great way to encourage the members of our church to be trained to disciple students.  When I was fourteen I was a CIT for Middler camp.  I can still remember the lessons of patience and compassion that I learned from spending a week "mothering" ten boys.    In NYI the goal is not to have events that create one big District Youth Group (although that can be a positive byproduct).  The goal is to provide events where adults and students from local churches can journey in faith together.  The goal is for the District NYI to be an extension of local ministry.  Let me encourage you to view this fall's mountain climb, Bible quizzing, and the winter retreat as significant settings for local discipleship.

Please make note of the upcoming NYI Events:

September 10-12 - Quizzing Retreat in Maine
   Contact Person:  Lori Jeffrey, Lowell First

September 17-18 - NYI Mountain Climb
   Contact Person:  J.R. Polson, Beverly

September 25 - Festival of Life Practice in Manchester, CT 

   Contact Person:  Gerry Desrochers, Lowell First

Sunday School Ministries

Vote Sunday School and Vote in November
Much has been written about churches organizing congregational voter registration drives. We need to help everyone who is eligible to vote to register and then to encourage them to vote in the November elections.  Christians who are good stewards of American’s morals and freedom are planning these drives—and are planning to vote. 

Christians must also be good stewards of the Sunday School. Time has proven the small group atmosphere that Sunday School provides aids the church in winning and growing disciples of Jesus Christ. Just as we need to be proactive in our approach to getting Christians to register and vote—we have to take initiative to attract and enroll students in our Sunday Schools.

The "Vote Sunday School" fall attendance materials and campaign are great tools to help us continue to build strong and growing schools and congregations. Materials for participation in this September 26 to October 31 campaign are available at: www.nazarenesundayschool.org 

TEACH 2004 Conference
Our New England District has the privilege of hosting the Eastern Regional TEACH 2004 Conference on Friday, October 1 and Saturday October 2 at Community Chapel Church of the Nazarene, Nashua, NH.  At 7:30, Friday evening, General Superintendent Paul Cunningham and song evangelists Bob and Becky Gray will lead a great Sunday School rally.

Beginning at 8 o’clock sharp Saturday morning, participants may choose from any of seven specialized workshop tracks, including: Adult, Youth, Children (3 tracks--Early Childhood, Elementary, Elementary Leadership), and two Administration tracks. 

Lunch, refreshments and a variety of take home resources are included in the bargain registration fee of only $35.00 per person. Every pastor has received information on hotel rooms. For more information call: SSMB Chairman Ron Keller at (978)777-2060 or log on to www.teach2004.org.   You may enroll on line. Please register as early as possible so that plans for materials and meals may be expedited. Plan to come early enough to avoid specific workshop registration lines. (Friday, 6:00 -7:30 p.m. and Saturday before 8:00 a.m.) 

Men’s Gathering

All men are invited to attend a retreat on September 10-12 at Windsor Hills Camp.  Cost will be around $100 (more or less).  For more information, please contact Jeff Turner or Dave Cook at 781-337-2192.

Annual District Women’s Retreat

When?  October 8-10

Where? Windsor Hills Camp

Information? Director Darlene Lamos (802) 635-2970

When To Register? Now! Space is limited! 

Pastors & Spouses Retreat

Plan now to attend the Pastors and Spouses Retreat this November 11-13 at the Renaissance Hotel in Bedford, Massachusetts.  Come for a “No Pain/No Strain Retreat.”  Watch for more information.

Attendance Statistics

Notice the Attendance Statistics for the month of July in this issue of New England Ministers’ News.  Please remember to submit your attendance statistics to Ron Keller or Dan Beckwith every month!
More Opportunities

On September 21 the Truth for A New Generation Conference will come to New England, in Wallingford, CT.  This conference includes speakers like Ravi Zacharias, Erwin Lutzer, Lee Strobel, and others.  For complete conference information visit www.faithinfocus.org or call Faith in Focus at (336)373-9158.  For other information, please contact Terry Frizzell at 203.269.3256 or pasterfri@juno.com.  Conference cost begins at $50.

On Tuesday, October 5, all pastors are invited to attend a Pastor's seminar on "Prophetic Priestly Ministry" by Dr. Darius Salter at the Keene Church of the Nazarene.  The time is 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Lunch will be provided.   To register or for more information, please contact John Reilly at 603-357-5100 or jfrtrek@cheshire.net  Cost $5.

Prayer Requests

James 5:13-14

We need to pray for all of our churches!

We need to pray for our public officials both local and national. 

We need to pray for unity in the Body of Jesus Christ!

We need to pray that the Anointing of the Holy Spirit fall fresh in each of our services!

We need to pray for the sick and hurting in all of our churches and homes!

We need to pray for new people to be won for Jesus Christ!

We need to pray that God will use each of us everyday as an instrument of HIS Love to others!

We need to pray that HE will increase our Faith in HIM!

Praises!!!

We praise HIM for waking us up this morning!

We praise HIM for sending HIS SON!

We praise HIM for providing for our tables and shelter for our comfort.

We praise HIM for HIS love.

We praise HIM for sending the HOLY SPIRIT!

New England District Calendar

SEPTEMBER -  NMI Emphasis:  Membership, 
Alabaster & Prayer
1
NMI Christmas Fund & Furlough Fund due

3-6
Family Retreat at WHC- CANCELED

10-12
Men’s Gathering at WHC

10-12
Teen Quiz Retreat in Maine

11
SSM Board - Windham NH

14
WHC Board - WHC

16
Mission Area Directors – Nashua, 10 AM

16
NYI Council – Lowell, MA

17-18
District NYI Mountain Climb

21
District Dept. Heads - Quincy

24-26
Reynolds Institute Assessment Weekend at WHC

25
Southern (Main) Ambassadors Jamboree  - So. Weymouth

25
Festival of Life Practice - Manchester , CT

28
Ministerial Preparation Evaluation -- Quincy




OCTOBER -  NMI Emphasis: Mission Priority One 
& Prayer

Pastor Appreciation Month
1-2
Teach Conference - Nashua

1-2
District Teen Quiz

3
Worldwide Communion Sunday

5
Mission Area Brunches - Boston N. & S. NH @ Nashua  - 10 AM; and VT/N. NH – Johnson 6 PM

7
Mission Area Brunches - Boston W/CT & W. MA/RI  @ Uxbridge - 10 AM; and SE MA/Boston S/Urban Boston @ Wollaston – 6 PM

8-10
District Women’s Retreat - WHC

12-13
Clergy Retreat – WHC

16
Festival of Life Practice - Uxbridge, MA

17-19
Children’s Quizzing – Local Meet

20-22
ENC Trustee Meetings

21
District NYI Council - Lowell

23
District NMI Council - Quincy

26-28
Leadership Conference – KC, MO

31
Reformation Sunday
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