New England District Church of the Nazarene

New England Ministers’ News
Vol. 15, No. 12








                

 December  2006

[image: image2.png]



[image: image3.jpg]



Be Sober, Be Vigilant!

Greetings my brothers and sisters in HIS HOLY NAME! In recent days we have witnessed another Christian leader fall from grace.  We need to pray for him and his family and the church community.  Ted Haggard said in his confession to the church “that there is a part of my life that is so repulsive and dark that I've been warring against it all of my adult life."  In I Peter 5:8-9, we are told by the Apostle Peter to be sober, be vigilant because our adversary the devil is out to rob and to attempt to devour us.  We must be prepared and ready for the battle that is ever constant.  We must resist Satan and remain steadfast in the faith!  How do we do that?  We do it by staying in our Word daily!  On January 1, 2007, I will be reading the Bible again in 90 days!  (Hopefully in 88 days.) Will you commit to joining with me in this reading? I sure would enjoy the company! Inside this newsletter is a copy of the schedule and if you are interested, the website and reading model can be found at:  www.biblein90days.com  Please take this matter into your prayer closet for consideration.  Which brings me to the matter of prayer!  I came across this prayer by unknown author which I would like to share with you:
Power of Prayer

I got up early one morning and rushed into the day;

I had so much to accomplish that I didn’t have time to pray.

Problems just tumbled about me, and heavier came each task.

“Why doesn’t God help me?”  I wondered. He answered, “You didn’t ask.”

I wanted to see joy and beauty, but the day toiled on, grey and bleak;

I wondered why God didn’t show me.  He said, “But you didn’t seek.

I tried to come into God’s presence; I used all my keys at the lock.

God gently and lovingly chided, “My child, you didn’t knock.”


I woke up early this morning, and paused before entering the day;

I had so much to accomplish that I had to take time to pray.

Sisters and brothers, there is nothing, there is nothing more powerful than the Word of God and Prayer!  Please let me know if you are considering reading the Word with me as we seek to get ready for a new year.  Have a wonderful and blessed Holiday season.

 Keep sharing and spreading the faith! Be sober and vigilant!

Blessings,

Jossie
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Sunday School 
Ministries

Ron Keller, District Sunday School 
Ministries Chairperson

American Bible Society Offering

For decades, the Church of the Nazarene has celebrated Bible Sunday with a special offering for the American Bible Society.  For many years the NYI was responsible for raising the offering.  Over the past several years it has become the responsibility of the Sunday School.  Children, teens and adults who attend our schools to study the Bible, are given the opportunity to donate money to help the ABS produce low cost Bibles and to translate Bibles for use around the world.  We can join them in helping to fill the Great Commission.

On or near the December 10 Bible Sunday, please join with our fellow Nazarene Sunday Schools from across the United States of America and receive an offering for this worthy cause.  The offering should be sent to our General Treasurer at Nazarene Headquarters.  Our simple goal is for every Sunday School to send something.

Sunday School Information

For information about Sunday School, please contact Ron Keller, District Sunday School Chairman at (978) 777-2060.  For specific district age group activities and help, you may contact the department and event leaders listed on pages 10 and 11 in our 2006 New England District Journal.  

 More very helpful information may be found at the Sunday School Web site:  www.nazarenesundayschool.org  or by contacting the Nazarene Publishing House:   www.NPH.com  or at (800)877-0700.

Christian Lay Training and Discipleship

Our Nazarene Continuing Lay Training program has undergone a pleasant facelift.  CLT is a dynamic program of study that equips and credentials adults for effective ministry.  CLT offers training in a wide variety of crucial ministry areas as well as providing easy to use discipleship resources.

Individual laymen, Sunday School teachers, Sunday School superintendents, mature Christians and brand new Christians may use CLT to help them learn how to become  productive disciples of Jesus Christ.  CLT is also designed for use by small groups.

The good news is that the content of CLT is now available both in books and on-line!  Check out the CLT Web site:  www.clt.nazarene.org  or make a toll free phone call to request written information:  (888) 243-2767.

New Year’s Resolutions

December is a wonderful month to make Sunday School visible.  Far too many adults think that Sunday School is only for children.  Publicize Sunday School during this month.  Make it visible.  Here are a few ideas:  1) Have different adults give a brief commercial for Sunday School each Sunday.  Have them tell how their class helps them to learn.  2) Post pictures of classes in action around the church.  3) Invite prospects to adult class parties.  4) Encourage your teachers to be well prepared every week to teach the lessons.  First impressions are important.  5) Challenge everyone to add Sunday School attendance to their list of New Year’s resolutions.  6) Invite, invite, invite—Research has shown that many people would come to Sunday School or church if someone would take enough interest in them to invite them to attend.

A Christmas Gift for Children That Will Keep on Giving

Toys break.  Clothes wear out.  Cash gift cards are soon emptied.  How about a gift that will last for a lifetime?  Give a child on your Christmas list a week at our Summer Children’s Camp.  Camp provides memories, friends and life changing moments that will last a lifetime.

To find information, forms and costs for the July 16-21, 2007 camp visit the web-site:   www.whcamp.org or telephone Children’s Camp Director Rick Smith at (802) 723-4824.  

[image: image5.png]




Nazarene 
Missions 
International

Gerry Perry, District Missions President
Christmas Greetings:  May the Christ of the Cradle and the Cross fill you with His amazing grace this Christmas.

December – Compassionate Ministries Month- Transforming lives through the love of Jesus.

 Nazarene Compassionate Ministries (NCM) brings the hope of Jesus to a needy world through the ministries of child sponsorship and development, disaster response, development education, and social transformation.  December is the month Nazarene churches traditionally receive an offering to support the work of NCM.

 Resources to assist in the offerings promotion are available.  A brand new DVD with five segments showing the work of the church through compassionate ministry has just been released.  One copy of the DVD is being mailed to every church in the United States.

Did you know … Child Poverty

* Over one billion children are suffering from one or more forms of extreme deprivation. (UNICEF)

* It is estimated that children represent 40-50 percent of all victims of forced labor.
* About 29,000 children under the age of five die every day, mainly from preventable causes (UNICEF)
* Estimates in May 2006 suggest that more than 250,000 children are currently serving as child soldiers.
* Hunger and malnutrition are killing nearly six million children each year.  (FAO)
Due to the overwhelming stats on child poverty we have chosen 10 children for our district to sponsor: 3 children from Armenia, 4 from Panama, and 3 from South Africa.  They range from grades 1-3.  What a great Christmas present to be one of these children who will get word that they are being sponsored this coming year!  Please contact Phil Smith, NE District NCM Coordinator, at <psmith@smithsummit.com> for a picture and bio if you are willing to sponsor one child.  The challenge is for EACH CHURCH TO SPONSOR ONE!

Perhaps you would like to shower one of our bi-vocational pastors and family with a surprise Christmas basket during the holiday season.

D.L. Moody wrote on prayer:  “Every great movement of God can be traced to a kneeling person.”

Looking Ahead…
January emphasis is Mission Corps (Volunteer Ministries) month.  There are opportunities for Work and Witness at home.  Contact Richard and Ruth Jarvis at rrjarv@comcast.net.  There are opportunities for Work and Witness out of the country.  Contact Frank Turner at RTU1750553@aol.com.

DISTRICT NEWS

Mission Strategy Coordinator

Ya Can't Get Theaa from Heaa...

That is doubly true if you do not know where you want to go and you don't know where you are.  Would you like someone to come along side of you to give feedback on putting into writing where "you" hope to go?  Would you like another head, heart, voice to sort out "where you are?"  Call or email 978-927-2314 or k.l.richardson@juno.com.

Kim Richardson
Mission Strategy Coordinator
Among Bible readers, the average amount of time spent reading the Bible is less than 7 minutes a day (the Barna Group).  And yet, the average person spends almost 5 hours a day watching TV (Communications Industry Forecast & Report).”1
Be an Exception … Read God’s Word in 90 Days!
Day
Scripture Reference

1
Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 15:4

2
Genesis 15:5 to Genesis 27:37

3
Genesis 27:38 to Genesis 38:30

4
Genesis 39:1 to Genesis 50:26

5
Exodus 1:1 to Exodus 14:24

6
Exodus 14:25 to Exodus 28:15

7
Exodus 28:16 to Exodus 40:21

8
Exodus 40:22 to Leviticus 14:7

9
Leviticus 14:8 to Leviticus 25:47

10
Leviticus 25:48 to Numbers 7:74

11
Numbers 7:75 to Numbers 20:12

12
Numbers 20:13 to Numbers 31:37

13
Numbers 31:38 to Deuteronomy 6:24

14
Deuteronomy 6:25 to Deuteronomy 22:10

15
Deuteronomy 22:11 to Deuteronomy 33:23

16
Deuteronomy 33:24 to Joshua 13:22

17
Joshua 13:23 to Judges 2:18

18
Judges 2:19 to Judges 14:9

19
Judges 14:10 to 1 Samuel 2:7

20
1 Samuel 2:8 to 1 Samuel 15:14

21
1 Samuel 15:15 to 1 Samuel 27:4

22
1 Samuel 27:5 to 2 Samuel 11:9

23
2 Samuel 11:10 to 2 Samuel 22:13

24
2 Samuel 22:14 to 1 Kings 7:12

25
1 Kings 7:13 to 1 Kings 15:32

26
1 Kings 15:33 to 2 Kings 4:6

27
2 Kings 4:7 to 2 Kings 14:29

28
2 Kings 15:1 to 2 Kings 25:21

29
2 Kings 25:22 to 1 Chronicles 9:14

30
1 Chronicles 9:15 to 1 Chronicles 23:11

31
1 Chronicles 23:12 to 2 Chronicles 6:36

32
2 Chronicles 6:37 to 2 Chronicles 22:6

33
2 Chronicles 22:7 to 2 Chronicles 34:26

34
2 Chronicles 34:27 to Ezra 10:44

35
Nehemiah 1:1 to Nehemiah 12:36

36
Nehemiah 12:37 to Job 6:15

37
Job 6:16 to Job 23:17

38
Job 24:1 to Job 40:18

39
Job 40:19 to Psalm 22:27

40
Psalm 22:28 to Psalm 44:11

41
Psalm 44:12 to Psalm 68:27

42
Psalm 68:28 to Psalm 88:1

43
Psalm 88:2 to Psalm 107:17

44
Psalm 107:18 to Psalm 131:3
Day
Scripture Reference
45
Psalm 132:1 to Proverbs 6:4

46
Proverbs 6:5 to Proverbs 19:19

47
Proverbs 19:20 to Ecclesiastes 1:16

48
Ecclesiastes 1:17 to Song of 
Solomon 7:8

49
Song of Solomon 7:9 to Isaiah 13:4

50
Isaiah 13:5 to Isaiah 28:13

51
Isaiah 28:14 to Isaiah 40:27

52
Isaiah 40:28 to Isaiah 51:17

53
Isaiah 51:18 to Isaiah 66:1

54
Isaiah 66:2 to Jeremiah 9:19

55
Jeremiah 9:20 to Jeremiah 22:18

56
Jeremiah 22:19 to Jeremiah 32:42

57
Jeremiah 32:43 to Jeremiah 47:7

58
Jeremiah 48:1 to Lamentations 1:15

59
Lamentations 1:16 to Ezekiel 11:15

60
Ezekiel 11:16 to Ezekiel 23:11

61
Ezekiel 23:12 to Ezekiel 34:14

62
Ezekiel 34:15 to Ezekiel 46:11

63
Ezekiel 46:12 to Daniel 8:7

64
Daniel 8:8 to Hosea 11:9

65
Hosea 11:10 to Amos 8:9

66
Amos 8:10 to Nahum 3:13

67
Nahum 3:14 to Zechariah 9:10

68
Zechariah 9:11 to Matthew 4:25

69
Matthew 5:1 to Matthew 15:26

70
Matthew 15:27 to Matthew 26:29

71
Matthew 26:30 to Mark 8:19

72
Mark 8:20 to Luke 1:45

73
Luke 1:46 to Luke 9:46

74
Luke 9:47 to Luke 19:39

75
Luke 19:40 to John 5:16

76
John 5:17 to John 14:16

77
John 14:17 to Acts 5:21

78
Acts 5:22 to Acts 16:5

79
Acts 16:6 to Acts 27:30

80
Acts 27:31 to Romans 13:8

81
Romans 13:9 to 1 Corinthians 14:5

82
1 Corinthians 14:6 to Galatians 2:21

83
Galatians 3:1 to Colossians 3:9

84
Colossians 3:10 to Titus 3:15

85
Philemon 1 to James 2:7

86
James 2:8 to 2 John 13

87
3 John 1 to Revelation 16:19

Revelation 16:20 to Revelation 22:21

____________

1From the Bible in 90 Days Website
New England District Calendar
DECEMBER 2006
 NMI Emphasis - Compassionate Ministries & Prayer

1
Crisis Care Kits & School Pal Packs are due

1 
District Ministerial Credentials Committee – Nashua

8-9 
NYI Quiz Meet

25
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Prayer Requests

Pray for our cities and the rise in violence.

Pray for our young people’s protection from violence and the evil one.

Pray for our schools, our teachers, children, parents

Pray for our open churches.

Pray for the sick.

Pray for the lost.


Pray for the persecuted church.

Pray for revival in the district.

Pray for revival in every church.

Pray for our President and his family

Pray for all of our government officials.

Pray for the courts.

Pray for marriages.

Pray for the college.

Pray for our region and our generals. 

Thank HIM for every opportunity to serve!

New England District Church of the Nazarene


PO Box 690513, Quincy, MA  02170-0513


Phone: 617-786-9496, Fax: 617-786-9574


E-mail:  nedoffice@cs.com
   



Jossie Owens
   District Superintendent
Vincent Crouse
   Assistant District Superintendent
To view New England Ministers’ News online, 
go to the New England District website:
  www.nednaz.org.
One in Heart and Mind
Bible Reading for
December 2006

1
1 John 1.1-2.11
2
1 John 2.12-29
3
1 John 3
4
1 John 4
5
1 John 5
6
2 John
7
3 John
8
Revelation 1.1-18
9
Revelation 1.19-2.17
10
Revelation 2.18-3.6
11
Revelation 3.7-22
12
Revelation 4
13
Revelation 5
14
Revelation 6
15
Revelation 7
16
Revelation 8
17
Revelation 9
18
Revelation 10.1-11.7
19
Revelation 11.8-12.6
20
Revelation 12.7-18
21
Revelation 13
22
Revelation 14.1-13
23
Revelation 14.14-15.8
24
Revelation 16
25
Revelation 17
26
Revelation 18.1-18
27
Revelation 18.19-19.10
28
Revelation 19.11-20.10
29
Revelation 20.11-21.8
30
Revelation 21.9-22.5
31
Revelation 22.6-21
The Bible Reading Schedule is from the “Year of the Bible” website.  You may also read the daily reading on line at:  http://yob.gospelcom.net/reading.php

The people 
living in 

darkness

have seen 
a great light;

on those 

living in the land 
of the shadow

of death

a light 
has dawned.



Matt. 14:16
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One in Heart and Mind�Bible Reading for


January 2006





The Bible Reading Schedule is from the “Year of the Bible” website.  You may also read the daily reading on line at:  � HYPERLINK "http://yob.gospelcom.net/reading.php" �http://yob.gospelcom.net/reading.php�











