New England District Church of the Nazarene

New England Ministers’ News
Vol. 15, No. 4








                

  April  2006

[image: image2.png]



[image: image3.jpg]



“Vision!”

Greetings in His precious Name!  Recently, I was in Kansas City for a meeting of the General Board.  It was my first meeting!  What an amazing and awesome experience!  It truly was an honor and a privilege to meet and be a part of the larger Body of Believers!  A great community of saints! It was great to experience and see the Church work at a global level.  While I was there, I heard a new definition for the word VISION.  I didn’t write it down at the time, but my good friend Gerry Perry, emailed me a copy!  It is a definition used by Dr. Daniel Ketchum, our new NMI director.  It goes like this, “the God-given faith ability to see something with clarity even before it becomes reality and to seize that opportunity with holy integrity.”  I loved it! 

When I think of this definition, I am reminded of Abraham, Joseph, Noah, Daniel, Esther, the woman with the issue of blood, Mary the mother of Jesus, the list goes on and on.

We must be a people who have the faith to believe that mountains can be moved!  We must know and believe that Matthew 17:20 is truly possible!  We must have the faith and holy integrity to believe that our streets, our communities, our cities, and our nations can be won for Jesus Christ!  Can’t you see it?  I can see it and I see the workers that He is going to send our way. (Matt. 9:38) 

Can’t you see the thousands of people worshiping and praising God at a future Gathering of the Saints?  I can see it clearly!!!! Can’t you see the vision?  The vision HE has for you!

 Blessings,

      Jossie

 Vision:

The God-given faith ability 

to see something with clarity 

even before it becomes reality 

and to seize that opportunity 

with holy integrity.
 







~ Dr. Dan Ketchum
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Sunday School 
Ministries

Ron Keller, District Sunday School 
Ministries Chairperson

Supplies for Your Sunday School 
Ministries  
There are several new items you will want to order to help you with Sunday School ministries.  The new “2005-2009 Manual” is in print and on CD.  The brand new Vacation Bible School materials, “The First Action Heroes” series sample kit is available at  a low price--no risk—money back guaranteed offer.  The recently released “Sunday School Ministries Handbook” is something every pastor and superintendent should obtain.  It contains job descriptions, planning ideas, and much more.  Word Action Sunday School materials for all age groups continue to improve and you can always depend upon them to contain holiness doctrine.  These materials may be ordered at www.nph.org.  

Summer Children’s Camp
Boys and girls, ages 8 to 12 are in for an exciting July 17-22 week of fun and faith at our Windsor Hills Camp.  Director Rick Smith is planning events and programs that will be sure to interest young minds and facilitate their relationships with Christ Jesus.  Pastors have received advertising posters and all of the necessary camp forms.  All of the forms are also available at the WHC Web-site www.whcamp.org.  

Registering early, not only guarantees space, but saves you money.  A $50.00 deposit and application submitted by May 1, will save $30.00:  By June 1, $20.00:  By July three, $10.00.  If there is space remaining, the full tuition of $265.00 will be charged for all who register on or after July 4.  

This year’s speaker is back by popular demand.  Dan Couch from the Maine District was used by God to communicate the love of Jesus to last year’s campers.  It was a joy to see children draw near to God as they sang with Dan’s family and listened to Dan’s ministry.     

Space is limited and the camp will most certainly be filled to capacity.  So, be sure to get your children registered as soon as possible.  Several churches have developed scholarship funds to help with the cost of registration.  

Summer Children’s Camp Staff
Boy’s and girl’s camp director Rick Smith is recruiting counselors and staff for this Summer season.  Applicants must first and foremost be strong Christians who have a love for children.  New Hampshire law requires that they must pass a criminal record check.  There is a special need for adult, male counselors.

Each year maturing Christian teenagers are invited to apply for a limited number of Counselors in Training positions.  Those who are selected will be taught how to work with children and to help the children to know Jesus.  This training should prepare them to work in their local Sunday School setting.  Applications, which are available from pastors or on the Web-site www.whcamp.org , and a $25.00 application fee should be submitted as soon as possible.  There are no other charges for this training program.  Those who are not chosen will have their application fee refunded.  Space is limited and the competition for the positions is intense.  This experience will enrich their college resumes.   

Please direct questions to Rick Smith, Director at (802) 723-4824

Sunday School Questions?

To obtain information about local and district Sunday School Ministries’ events or programs please telephone:  Children’s Ministry Director Denise France (413) 684-4234:  Adult and Men’s Ministry Director George Hemway (603) 787-2586:  Women’s Ministry Director Darlene Lamos (802) 635-2970:  Prime Time Ministries Directors Dick and Louise Clifford (508) 295-2580:  Sunday School Ministries Chairman Ron Keller (968) 777-3080.  

Men’s And Women’s Retreats
George Hemway is planning our First Annual District Men’s Retreat for September 15th  through September 17th.  Early registration is encouraged, as space is limited.  Retreat cost with rooms in the Inn is only $110.00.  The fee with accommodations in cabins is $95.00.  All churches have received applications and applications are available at the Windsor Hills Web-site  www.whcamp.org   Ken Stanford will be the featured speaker.

Darlene Lamos is ready for another sold out District Women’s Retreat.  The dates are October 16th to 18th.  Rooms in the Inn are $115.00.  All other accommodations are $95.00.  By now, almost everyone knows that this retreat will be sold out very early.  It is essential that ladies register early to guarantee a space.  This year’s speaker is Mel Miller, a former Vermont Nazarene.  

Picnics And Class Meetings
Sunday School picnics and class meetings or socials are wonderful tools to use to help attract new people to attend Sunday School and church.  They build relationships and serve as tools to assimilate people who are new to the church and to help them use their gifts and talents to encourage and build up the body of Christ.  Plan for them--early and often.  
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Nazarene 

Youth 
International
Jeff Lane, District 
NYI President

We have three major events I want to invite you to this month.

The first will be an essential training day for all pastors and youth workers.  During this time we will work with Jon Middendorf and the theme "Moving Teens into Ministry."  This will be at Lowell First Church of the Nazarene on April 22.  This is a steal for only $10 per person.  There you will find a registration form to send in. You can also call Jeff Lane at 978-453-1063.

The second is our annual convention which is for all pastors, youth workers and students.  This is our vision casting and training event for the whole district NYI movement. This will be in Nashua at Community Chapel on May 6.  There you will find a registration form to send in.

Finally we are preparing already for Nazarene Youth Congress 07.  This will be a radical life changing event in the life of your students.  Students need to sign up by September 06 to be involved.

For more information on any of these topics, go to www.nednaz.com 



Nazarene 
Missions 
International

Gerry Perry, District Missions President
April:  Global Awareness
The following article was found in the Virginia Nazarene…

 “’Though I speak concerning world missions with great eloquence and have not vision, I am as a sounding brass or tinkling cymbal.”

We cannot expect to accomplish much in the interest of World Missions if our VISION is not kept clear.  To quote again from the missionary version of I Corinthian 13:  “ a vision holds one steady before God; a vision enables one to pray earnestly; a vision burdens that others may have salvation.’”

The Department of NMI provides us with a means of keeping our Vision clear with the study, reading books, Global Glimpses, World Mission DVD etc.  Global Awareness (Mission Education) is essential if we are going to keep our people informed to win the world for Christ.

General Director Dr. Daniel Ketchum described Vision as “'the God given faith-ability to see something with clarity even before it becomes reality and to seize that opportunity with holy integrity.'"  

Easter Offering For World Evangelism Fund
It has just been announced that we will be taking the message of the CROSS to 151 countries of the world.  Iraq, Eurasia Region and Zanzabar, Africa Region have just been added. The Easter Offering is to go for the World Evangelism Fund.  It is not too late to include it in this year’s giving. Just circle the 2005-2006 date on your offering remittance form.   All overpayment of the World Evangelism fund goes for opening new works.  Praying that each church will be able to pay their WEF in full or be a “sister church” to another church and help them pay theirs in full.

Looking Ahead…

May Is Missionary Health Care Month (Formerly Medical Plan).  This is a great time to remember those who have passed away with a Memorial Roll Certificate and to remember someone in your congregation that has given years of service with a Distinguished Service Award.  Of course an offering is another way to provide Medical care for our missionaries. “Gifts From The Heart” is also a way to honor someone with a gift of any amount.  All monies go to provide medical care for our missionaries.

District NMI Convention – May 24-25, 2006.  Speaker will be Dr. Aguiar Valvassoura, Pastor of Campinas Church of the Nazarene, Brazil.  Dr. Robert Collins, Retired Missionary to Brazil will translate.  Every District Nazarene Pastor in attendance will be given a gift.

Youth Missions Trip to Gulf Coast

The New England District NMI and NYI are sponsoring a youth missions work and witness trip to the Gulf Coast of Mississippi July 8-15.  As part of that trip we will be able to bless many people in that region.  We will be ministering to the Victory Praise and Worship Center in Pasacougla, MS, a recent church plant of the Church of the Nazarene.  Their building was severely damaged and they lost all of their Bibles, etc.  Only 10% of the people in Pasacougla are back into their homes, the others are in trailers, hotels and with family.  The ocean is still too polluted from the hurricane for the beaches to be open to the public.  It is hard to imagine the devastation.

Your church may not have a youth participating, but there are still many opportunities to be a part of this team effort.  Please consider the following ways to be involved:

You may give:

· Bibles.  Because of space limitations, I ask that each church bring one Bible to the District Missionary Convention or District Assembly.

· Money to help some of the teens meet the cost of the trip.  You may make checks out to the NED NMI and send them to me Rev. Martha A. Wilson, 225 Spruce St., Manchester, NH 03103.

· Money for the projects themselves.

· Gift cards to Lowes, Wal-mart, Home Depot, etc so they can buy things that they need to replace their homes and belongings.  Imagine how many things they need from construction supplies to housewares, the need is enormous.  We can take as many of these gift cards as you can bring to Convention and Assembly.

  
Pray:  This is our absolutely greatest need and can be done in every church, large or small, any language, on the district.  Please pray for:
· Our team :  "TESS"  Teens "Engulfed" in the Spirit of Service.

· Victory Praise and Worship Center, Pasacougla, MS.

· The salvation of children who will come to the VBS which we will hold there.

· The people whose homes we will repair.

 
If you have any questions regarding any of these requests, please feel free to contact me pastormartha@verizon.net or 603-622-5902.
 
Thanks for your prayers and help,

Pastor Martha
New England District Calendar
    APRIL
NMI Emphasis:   Mission Education & Prayer

2
District Annual Meeting Sunday

4
Reynolds Institute Board – Lowell

7
District Ministerial Credentials & Studies Boards – Nashua

8 
Children’s Bible Quizzing Area Meet

16 
Easter Sunday

21-23
District Pastors Wives Retreat – WHC

25
Mission Area Brunches - Boston N. & S. NH - Nashua  @ 10 AM and VT/N. NH – Johnson @ 6 PM

27
Mission Area Brunch/Dinner - Boston W/CT & W. MA/RI - Uxbridge @ 10 AM and SE MA/Boston S/RI/Urban Boston – Wollaston @ 6 PM

Prayer Requests

Pray for Ray and Debbie Mann (Milton, VT) at the passing of his father.

Pray for Betty Hysong (Trinity Haverhill, MA) at the passing of her husband Rev. Ralph Hysong who pastored a number of churches on NED.

Pray for our cities and the rise in violence.

Pray for our young people’s protection from violence and the evil one.

Pray for the victims of the hurricanes.

Pray for the churches which were damaged.

Pray for our schools, our teachers, children, parents

Pray for our open churches.

Pray for the sick.

Pray for the lost.


Pray for the persecuted church.

Pray for revival in the district.

Pray for revival in every church.

Pray for our President and his family

Pray for all of our government officials.

Pray for the courts.

Pray for marriages.

Pray for the college.

Pray for our region and our generals. 

Thank HIM for every opportunity to serve!

New England District Church of the Nazarene


PO Box 690513, Quincy, MA  02170-0513


Phone: 617-786-9496, Fax: 617-786-9574


E-mail:  nedoffice@cs.com
   



Jossie Owens
   District Superintendent
Vincent Crouse
   Assistant District Superintendent
To view New England Ministers’ News online, 
go to the New England District website:
  www.nednaz.org.
One in Heart and Mind
Bible Reading for
April 2006

1
Mark 2:1-22
2
Mark 2:23-3:19
3
Mark 3:20-4:12
4
Mark 4:13-34
5
Mark 4:35-5:20
6
Mark 5:21-43
7
Mark 6:1-20
8
Mark 6:21-44
9
Mark 6:45-7:13
10
Mark 7:14-37
11
Mark 8:1-21
12
Mark 8:22-38
13
Mark 9:1-29
14
Mark 9:30-50
15
Mark 10:1-25
16
Mark 10:26-45
17
Mark 10:46-11:11
18
Mark 11:12-33
19
Mark 12:1-27
20
Mark 12:28-44
21
Mark 13:1-31
22
Mark 13:32-14:21
23
Mark 14:22-42
24
Mark 14:43-65
25
Mark 14:66-15:21
26
Mark 15:22-47
27
Mark 16
28
1 Peter 1:1-21
29
1 Peter 1:22-2:17
30
1 Peter 2:18-3:12
The Bible Reading Schedule is from the “Year of the Bible” website.  You may also read the daily reading on line at:  http://yob.gospelcom.net/reading.php
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One in Heart and Mind�Bible Reading for


January 2006





The Bible Reading Schedule is from the “Year of the Bible” website.  You may also read the daily reading on line at:  � HYPERLINK "http://yob.gospelcom.net/reading.php" �http://yob.gospelcom.net/reading.php�








